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Is your child’s school a good one?
A parent’s guide to choosing and evaluating schools...factors to consider

Whether parents live in a school district that offers 
schools of choice, are 
changing residences, or 
have a child entering 
kindergarten, choosing 
a school is a complex 
decision that includes 
the characteristics of 
the child, family, and 
schools.

Factors to consider...

Instructional approaches: multi-age looping and 
traditional classrooms offer different advantages and 
parents should ask how the school is organized for 
instruction.  Parents should inquire about average class 
size at the various grade levels.

School facilities/personnel resources: parents should look 
for a well-equipped classroom, a separate lunchroom and 
auditorium, appropriate books and periodicals in addition 
to textbooks and adequate physical education facilities.  
The school should also have services provided by a media 
specialist, school nurse, secretary, and counselor.  

School policies: there are several policies to consider 
such as; Does the school operate on a traditional vs year 
round school?  Does the high school offer block vs 
flexible vs traditional scheduling?  What are the schools 
operation hour?  Examine the school discipline policy to 
see if the rules seem fair and consequences are 
appropriate.  What is the homework and grading scale 
used?  Consider how each of these factors best suit your 
child?  Are teachers certified and highly qualified?  Is 
there a background check on all individuals working at 
the school?

School safety: Parents should ask how they will be 
notified in case of an emergency.  What are the policies 
with regard to guns, knives, hazardous items, bullying?  
Ask if there are formal programs in place to combat 
bullying and drug abuse.

Curriculum: Parents should look for a strong focus on 
literacy.  Does the school offer special services for 
English language learners, children with disabilities, and 
children with special talents?  Parents should investigate 
the school’s curriculum by visiting classes at both the 
elementary and secondary levels.

Family and community involvement: Schools that are 
working towards excellence have a strong community tie.  
These schools have developed many ways to involve 
parents.  Parents of children, ages birth-college, should be 

involved with their 
local school, and 
schools should have 
multiple programs to 
meet their needs.  
Schools should also 
have partnerships with 
local businesses which 
strengthen community 
bonds increase 
community 

productivity.

Transportation: Parents should ask if transportation to and 
from school is an option.  Parents should also inquire 
about bus drivers.  What experience do they have?  Are 
background checks done on drivers?  Good school 
districts recognize the importance of daily attendance and 
provide transportation to achieve it.
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Additional things to consider
Parents should keep in mind that no written set of assessments or test scores 
can take the place of visiting a school and forming your own opinion about 
the overall environment and quality of the classrooms.  Visit with the 
principal, teachers, and office staff.  Ask them to sum up the benefits of their 
school and help you understand why their school is the perfect school for 
your child. 

Ask the following questions on your school tour:

1. How often are textbooks and classroom materials updated?  There should 
be a fixed schedule.

2.What extracurricular activities does the school sponsor?  Does the school 
offer activities of high interest to your child? School activities should include, 

but not be limited to; Athletics, Show Choir, Drama, Art, and Volunteer opportunities.

3. What are the rules about playground activities and strangers on the property?  There should be a playground schedule, 
and an emergency policy to deal with situations such as intruders.

4. How many students are assigned to each teacher?  How do those teachers teach?  The smaller the class size the better.  
In many schools teachers work in teams and with small groups to maximize instruction time.

5. How does the school communicate with parents?  Is there a weekly newsletter? Website? Is the website district wide or 
do teachers have their own site to allow parents a direct line into the classroom?

6. Is there an active parent organization?  Ask for a schedule of events and plan to attend the first meeting.

7. Is there before and after school care?  Is it licensed?  These questions are critical for working parents.

Final considerations
Your child’s school is the beginning of their life long journey

The elementary and secondary schools that your child attends will determine their path in 
life.  Trust your gut.  When you visit a school and speak with staff and parents, trust your 
initial instincts.  Schools should be held in high esteem within the community and elicit 
positive emotions.  The school you choose for your child is a big decision and one that 
requires consideration, research, and discussion.

More information
Look up your district’s annual report card and compare it to surrounding districts at:   

http://nces.ed.gov/edfin/search/search_inro.asp 

See how your school stacks up according to demographics and parent reports at: http://www.greatschools.org 

A copy of this publication and others like it may be obtained from the Mid-Del Parent Education Department, located at 7217 SE 15th 
St. Midwest City, OK 73110, or by visiting our website at Mid-Del.net.
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